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Press release 15th July 2022

Celebrating 10 years of Voluntary Action Arun & Chichester
Voluntary Action Arun & Chichester (VAAC) celebrated their 10th birthday with a special lunch at their AGM last
week. The organisation, which supports charities, community groups and social enterprises across Arun and
Chichester Districts, was formed 10 years ago, and they were thrilled to celebrate their birthday at the event at
Midhurst Methodist Church on Wednesday 13th July.
The event was attended by VAAC member organisations and partners, as well as guests including Deputy
Lieutenant, Neil Hart, High Sheriff of West Sussex, James Whitmore, representatives from Chichester District
Council and Arun District Council, the Mayors of Chichester and Littlehampton and representatives from Sussex
Community Foundation. It was an opportunity to reflect on the work that the organisation has delivered over the
past 10 years since CVS Arunwide and Voluntary & Community Action Chichester District merged to become VAAC
in 2012.
Sue Holmes, Chair of VAAC Trustees, said, “We always look forward to our AGM as it’s an opportunity to meet up
with lots of our members and partners and to reflect on the past year. However, this year it was extra special as we
celebrated our 10th birthday, and were able to look back over the past 10 years of VAAC and celebrate not only our
work, but also the extraordinary work of our member organisations.
Charities, community groups, and social enterprises deliver so many much needed services and activities in our local
community, and it’s both rewarding and humbling to be able to say that VAAC is a part of that. Thinking about what
we’ve collectively achieved over the past decade is really exciting and makes us very proud.”
The event was opened in spectacular style by the Cancer United OutSingCancer choir who performed a number of
songs which they dedicated to the relationship they have with VAAC and the support they have received from
them. Cancer United also turn 10 this year, so it was a very poignant and special performance.
The business part of the meeting was accompanied by a special video which had been created for the occasion,
showcasing some of VAAC’s member organisations who wanted to demonstrate the help and advice they have had
from VAAC over the years, and the impact this has had on their organisations. VAAC would like to thank their
members that contributed to this video and are grateful to be able to show the impact of their work in this way.
Individual videos will be created for each organisation that was featured over the next few weeks, to allow VAAC to
shine more of a spotlight on the work of those organisations as well. Look out for these videos coming soon on the
VAAC website – www.vaac.org.uk.
VAAC would like to thank everyone that attended their AGM and helped them to celebrate their 10th birthday.
Special thanks go to Cancer United for the beautiful choir and for filming the event, and to Midhurst Camera Club
for taking photos. VAAC are now looking forward to the next 10 years of helping local charities and community
groups to thrive!
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For more information about the free support that VAAC provides to local groups, please see the website at
www.vaac.org.uk, or email admin@vaac.org.uk.
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The VAAC Annual Impact report 2021-2022 can be found here:
https://www.vaac.org.uk/about-us/annual-report
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